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1 And Te ſus anſwering aid inito 1135 95 
poſe ye that theſe Galileans were Sin- 
ners above all the Galileans, becauſe 
they ſuffered fuch Things ? I tell un, 
nay ; but except ye repent, Je ul ap 
likewiſe periſh. . 


5 KR NR H IS Paſlage - is eden with: 
what goes before, and is back d 
FEW = with 4 RO in whac follows af 
Ss Taxis ter; fo that the while, as laid al- 
5 WN to gether, runs thu e mere 
preſent at that Saen "ſeine that told bim of the 

Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate bad mingled' with; 
bbeir Sacrifces; and Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto 
them, Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were Sinners 
WW bvve all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered Juch . 

| Things? I tell you, nay ; but except ye repent, ye 
5 10 late peraſs, 105 tn e on whom 
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4 A SzxMon Preaehd © 
that they were Sinners above. all Men that dwelt in 
Jeruſalem? I tell you, nay ; but exceps he regen, 
ye ſball all likewiſe periſh. „ 
In which Words of the Text and Context 
we have Two Inſtances of Temporal Judgments, 
that befell Tame Perſons, when others, tho un. 
ddoubtedly as ſinful, yet were not viſited with the 
ST fame. The firft Inſtance is of thoſe, whoſe Blood 
S Pilate lud mingled with their Sueriſces; that is, 
of 2boſe Galilcans, who being come to Jernſalem, 
at the Paſſover, and then ſuſpected by Pilate of 
refuſing to pay Tribute to the Roman Emperor, 
were therefore ſet upon and ſlain by him, in 
the very Temple, while they were offering Sa- 
crifice ; ſo that the Blood of one and tother Bll 
being at once pour d out, run both together in 
a- mingled: Stream. The other Inſtance is that 
of a Diſaſter which had then lately happen d at 
Feraſalem, to wit, that Eighteen Perfons were 
on a ſudden killed there, by the Fall of a Tower 
upon their Heads. . 
In reference to both which Inſtances, our 8a. 
viour, to obviate or take off uncharitable Cen- 
ſures, as if the aforefaid Sufferers were Sinner. 
above all others, avers the contrary : Implyins i 
fieft, that God, for Reaſons which Men know. WW 
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not of, may permit or #ppoint ſottie Petfans to 
be Aae e eut off af Way, or that; and 
then <4preſsly adding, That others, though as yet 
onpuniſhed, may be, and often are, as criminal 
as they; and, therefore, let tlierh aſſo beware, 
eit they fall under the like Condemnation : Let 
s them turn from their evil Ways, which is the 
only Method to ſecure them in Peace and Safety, 
for except they repent they fball all likewiſe periſd; 
ſhall, by ſome Means or other, ſuffer the fame 
or equal Puniſiment. . 1 
New, after having thus introduced and open d 
the Text I have quoted, the general Uſe I ſhall 
make of it is this : namely to ſhew, That When 
God's Fudoments ere abroad-im the Barth, in any 
particular Place or Country, then, or in the View 
thereof, the Inbabitants of the World, or all the 
World beſides, Gould learn Righteouſneſs, ſhould 
ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, and turn from their 
Sins to God ; having Beard the Rod, and who bas 
appointed it, wey ſhould not only hear of this, 
but alſo fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly. = 
In applying which Leſſon to our ſelves, 1 
ſhall, Firſt, reprefent the finfal State of our 
| own Nation; - whence I ſhall, Secondly, Infer 
the abſolute Neeeſſity of our Repentance for it; 
to which again, Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to 
V incite 
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incite and move you, in View of thoſe ad Ges 
lamities which others ha ve now lately ſuffered 
in neighbouring Countries, and which we have 


great Reaſon to dread, or that we „hall likewiſe 


eriſh, as, they have, except. we repent, and ſo 
—— 1 Firſt then, as to the Sing 
of our own Nation; they are, tis to be fear d, 


both as many and as great, not only as thoſe of 
Mar ſeilles and its Contines, Oc. but even as 
thoſe of Sodom and Gomorrah, for. which thoſe 


Cities periſßed; ſo that the Cry of them has 


undoubtedly reach d up to Heaven, and call'd MW 
for Vengeance down upon our Heads. This is 
: ſo viſible, ſo perceivable, to all our Eyes and 
Conſciences, as not to need a curious Search; 
or long Enquir y, after it. Great Numbers 
among us are now ſo impiouſly bold as to deny 
. the. Lord who bought them ; nay, and the very 
Lord who made js And as thus too many 
ha ve made Shipwreck of the Faith, ſo have they 
a good Conſcience too. In the moſt. populous Parts 


A 


of this Kingdom, from which == take the 
Mode, Vice in all its various Shapes rides tri- 


umphant, and meets with general Applauſe; g 


while Virtue, with a dejected Air, ſtands dif- 
countenanced, diſcouraged, ,,and has none to 
Aae her Part. No, what Epen Violence and 


Swrife | 


_ $f are ſeen in the City i Day and Night they'go 
_ about it, upon t he Ii ally thereof; Mi ſcbie / alſo anti 
HSorrom are in the midſt of it! Mickedneſs i in tbe 
= midſt thereof, Deceit and Guile go not out of- their 
W Strcets ! By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and 
ſtealing, and commuting Adultery, * they break' out, 
and Blood toucheth Blood. Bla ſphemy, Perjury, 
= Luxury, Hypocriſy, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
= Oppreſfion, Extortion,: and whatever elſe is con- 
W trary to ſound Doctrine, do now fit paramount 
among us, and brave the very Sun; are now! 
become faſhionable, nay, and almoſt creditable; 
and none is thought Good Breeding- now, bur 
what is learn'd in Schools of Vice; by which 
the natural Reſtraints of Fear and Shame being 
taken off, Men dare to make a Moch at Sin; 
W ny, to glory in it, and to be aſhamed of no- 
W thing elſe but Virtue and Sobriety. Vice and 
Profaneneſs, it muſt: be own'd,' have had: too 
great a Footing in the World ever ſince the Be- 
ginning of it: But theſe latter Times ſeem, if 
| may ſo ſpeak, to have reſned upon the former, 


Wickedneſs. Sins, and Arts of Sinning, which 
our Forefathers hardly knew of, and would have 
bluſh'd at the very Naming, and much more 
at the Commiſſion of them, are now practis d 
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and to have much outdone them in all Sorts of 
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Conditions, and Qualities among us; fo that t 
uſe the Prophets Hyperboles, with Reference to 
Vice and Immorality, it may now be too truly ſaid, 


the male Head i fick, aud the whole Heart « fait; 
we are all gone afide, we are altogether become filthy 
and abominable ; there is none among us that doeth 
Good, no not one; there us no ruth, nor Mere, 
wor Knowledge, or Fear of Gad in the Land. But 
Men ſeem to vie with each other in Hypocrify WM 
and Couzenage, in Cryelty and Impiety, who 
ſhall be the greateſt Sinner. Now the Caſe be- 
ing ſo, be Foundations of Virtue being put out of 
Courſe, and the Sinews of Religion, 


both naty- 
ral and reveal'd, being thus broke, or weaken'd, 
what ſhall we do in the End thereof, or what 
do we think will be the Iflue of it? Has nt 
the Lord a juſt Cantraverſy: with the Inhabitants if 
ibs Land Ff Till be not wifit for theſe Things, and 
fall ust bis Soul be avenged an ſuch a Nation os t 
A Nation, which God has bleſs d as much „ 5 
under Heaven; and which again, when Kind- 
nei could nat lead, he has fometimes, by-Judg- 
ments, driven ta Repentance; by Famine, Wag 
and Plagne, the Smart and ſad Effects whereel! 
now ſeem. 4 be forgotten by us * 
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Mercy n us of: them, though not as yet by _ 
Fa es Inflictions upon our ſelves, but in 
bidding us take Warning from what he has now | 


lately done to others, at ſome Diſtance from us; 
in that the Plague, and its Attendant, Famine, 
have, in a cruel Manner, raged, and (wept 
away vaſt Numbers, of them. But do you - 
think thoſe Foreigners to have been Sinners a- 
bove all other People, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
Things? And do you faney that your greater 
Merit will skreen and ſave you from the like? 
Itell jou, nay : for the fame Sword, which God 
drew at them, is ſtill unſheathed, and hangs over 
your own Heads; and therefore as your Sins are 
as many and great as theirs, who have already 
ſuffered by it, there is Juſt Reaſon to denounce, 
chat except ye repent, ye. Call all likewiſe" periſh. 
Which minds me, Secondly, To ſhew ' yet "far- 
ther the abſolute Neceſſity there is: of | Humilia- 
tion and Repentance, in Order to 1 God's 
Anger, and avert his Judgment. 
= 2. Now this is what the Text declares with- 
out Reſerve, ſaying; as to other Nations round 
2 by the Mouth of him who cannot lie, 
that except they ræpent, they Hall all likewiſe pe- 
riſb, And, 7 — as we would 3e male, 


worth ad to ceape all e which ſhall other 
wiſe 
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wiſe come to paſs, it is our: aniifpenable D Juty t 
turn from our Sins to God, and then to bring for 6 
Fruits meet for Repentance, ' Hes. 
God, who made us, has an undoubred Right 
to govern us; and as accordingly in Fact he g6- 
verns us, it is by ſuch Laws as are fuitable to 
our Nature; as therefore he made us rational 
and religicus Creatures, endued us with a Power 
to diſcern between Good and Evil, and with 
Liberty to chuſe the one, and to refaſe the other, 
he has withall injoin d us to do good, and to eſcben 
evil ; and, accordingly, fo far as we break this 
Injun&tion, we declare our ſelves to be his Ene 
mies, as having violated his Laws; 2 
his Juſtice prompts, nay, even binds him, to 
vindicate his Honour, and, therefore, to de- 
clare and ſhew lis Enmity at #s. But what are 
we in the Hands of bim, who, as he is Almigh- 
ty, can either annihilate and deſtroy us, * 
ſingle Nod, or can command the whole Cre: 
ation, Heaven, Earth, Sea, and Air, and what: 
ever in them is, to fight his Battles, and effect 
our Ruin. And, moreover, as he ſtands in 
Point of Honour dd fo does he often execute 
this, where and how he pleaſes, in this preſent i 
Would. I ay, 28 he ſtands in Point of Honour 
1 „ * 
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further appear by conſidering how Sin reflects 


on ſome of his moſt glorious Attributes. Firſt, 


It is, as I have hinted, a plain Invaſion of the 
Divine Authority and Sovereignty over us; in- 
1 aſmuch as he, who wilfully breaks any Law of 

= God, does thereby, in Effect, proclaim him- 

= lf lawleſs, and declare he will not bave tb 
Lord to rule aver him. Secondly, Sin is a tacit 
Denial of God's Omniſcience and Onmipreſence : 
In that the Sinner is ſuppos d to ſay, with thoſe 
Libertines, or Free-T hinkers, the Balm; ſpeaks 
of, | Pſal. xxxvil. 11.] 1Tuf6, doth God ſee, and 
ij there Knowledge in the Moſt High? T bick Clouds 
ar? a Covering to him, that be ſeeth not, and be 
walketh in the Circuit of Heaven: That is, he 

_ confines his Reſidence there, and either is not 

prefent with, or does not behold. the Things 

here on Earth. For otherwiſe the Confidera- 
tion of an All-ſeeing Eye, which « in all Places, 

bebolding the Emil and the Good, muſt needs re- 
ſtrain and curb all Tendencies to Sin, and Men 
would dread the Commiſſion of it, left they pe- 
riſe in their Wickedneſs. . Thirdly, Sin is alſo 
an Impeachment at once of God's Wiſdom, his 
Fuſtece, and his Goedveſs, in that he, who dares 
commit it, does therein lay an Imputation upon 
= B 2 wor 


made of ſome, and ſo to nach all thoſe who have 


S as 55 he: had FP, einbetten and 1 fits 
ted what Liberty was fit and proper to be:taker. 
by his Creatures, or elſe had not contrived and 
made the Frame and Settlement of Things, wick y E; 
that Decency and good Order, in which Man- ; i 
kind might. comfortably. acquieſce, without 
Temptation to intrench upon, and violate his 
Laws, for their own neceſſary Accommodation, 
and Convenience of Life. Which is, in Effect, 
with a preſumptuous King of Arragon ( Alphon- 
ſus) to tell the All-wiſe, the infinitely juſt and 
gracious God, how he ought to have made the 
World, and how he ſhould ſtill rule it ; than 
which Height of Inſolence, what can be more 
derogatory from the Honour of his Name 4 
_  Whence it follows, That as all Sin is ſuch, in 
its own very N ature , as to deſerve and call =. 
for Puniſhment ; ſo no Wonder that God, who 
is infinitely juſt, as well as good, inllicts it as 
he pleaſes, not only in the other World, but 


ſometimes in this: to deter and frighten oi : 
from Sin and Wickedneſs, by vifible Examples 


— — — — good ms „% „ fwd e EF 


. hitherto eſcaped, to apply for Mercy, by turn- in 
ing from their Sins, that ſo they may be Javed; Wi 

as, on the other Hand, except they repent, they ta 
13 foal all ** . ; anal either be ſuddenly ta 
1 cut 


. — 


cut off here, or ſentenced to Eternal Miſery. 
This latter comes of eourſe to thoſe, who die 
in Impenitence, and the former ſometimes hap- 
pens, not to particular Perſons only, but to 
= whole Nations and Kingdoms; eſpecially when 
their Sins having become epidemical and com- 
mon, God, beſides what he will inflict upon 
them hereafter, does here viſit them with Judg- 
ments all at once, as they ſtand join'd together 

in Civil Bodies; fo that they are ſeen to periſn 
in one common Ruin. Befides what we have 
heard and ſeen, and what our Fathers have told 
us, not only Threatnings; but Inſtances of this, 
in Fact, may be read at large both in the Sacred 
Writings, and in other Hiſtories of Times and 
Places, when and where although God's Grace, 
und Goodneſs, had abounded, yet Sin the mote 
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cabounded. On which Account the ancient Pro- 


phets thunder'd out Vengeance upon the diſobe- 
dient, and Evil-doers, lifting up their Voices like 
umpets, to ſbem Iſrael tbeir [ranſereſſions, and = 
be Houſe of Jacob their Sins: That under the 
WW Diſeaſes of their Souls, the Cauſes of them be- 
ing laid open, they might then take the proper 
Method to remove them; that is, in applying 
W © themſelves the wholeſome Medicine of Repen- 
tance 3 whereby their . wounded Spirits being 


healed, 
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| healed, now they might not die in their Sing, 


Name of God, ſaying, F ye ſball deſpiſe my 


25, 32.] 1 my ſelf will figbt againſt you, ſaid 


in great Wrath; and I will ſmite the Inbabitants 
4 great Peftilence. | Jer. xx1. 5, 6.] The Res. 


by Peſtileucc. I Jer. xiv, 10, 12.) So that, ſaid 
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and rere might not be their Ruin. To pre. 
vent which alſo, Moſes warned Iſrael, in the 


Statutes, or if your Soul abbor my ' Judgments, |, 
that ye will not do all my Commandments, but that 
ye break my Covenant: I alſo will do this unto un, 
I will even appoint over, or upon, you, I error, 
Conſumption, and the burning Ague. And iſ ye 
will not be reformed by theſe I bing, but will walk 
contrary unto me, then will T alſo walk contrary un- 
to you, and will pumſb you yet ſeven I imes more 
for your Sins; and 1 will bring a Sword upon you, 
that fball avenge the Quarrel of my Covenant; and 
mben ye are gathered togetber in your Cities, I will 
fend the Peſbdence among you, and I will bring th: 
Land into Deſolation. | Lev. xxvi. 15, 16, 23,24, 


God, by another Prophet, with au out-ſtretched 
Hand, and with a ſtrong Arm, and in Fury, and 


of the City, both Man and Beaſt ; they ſball die 


{on given for it was, he will remember their In. 
quity, aud will viſit their Sins ; therefore be wil 
conſume them by the Sword, and by Famine, and 


2 rer e ES 8 


another 


| another in the like Caſe, the Land ſhall mourn, when 
he Fourdation of it ſhall be ſmitten with the Plague 
% Puniſpment, that God ſhall bring upon it, {2 Efdr. 
uv. 2] Wh the dead ſhall be caſt out as Dung, and 
W cre ſhall be no Man to comfort them: for the Farth 

WW /-all be waſted, and the Cities ſhall be caſt down ; there 
ſhall be no Man left to till the Earth, and to ſow it ; 
the Trees ſhall give Fruits, and who ſhall gather them? 
The Grapes ſhall ripen, and who ſhall tread them? 
For all Places ſhall be deſolate of Men | Chap. xvi. 
23, &c.] Wherefore ſaid he again, Hear now 
theſe Things and underſtand them, ye Servants of the 
Lord : behold, Famine and Plague, Tribulation and An- 
guiſh, are ſent as Scourges for Amendment. Therefore 
let the denouncing of them work this upon you, 
and ſo either prevent, or remove them. For, be- 
W bold, God himſelf is the Fudge, fear him; leave off 
Fm your Sins, and forget your Iniquities, to meddle 
0 more with them for ever; ſo ſhall God lead you 
_ /th, and deliver you from all Trouble, [ibid. v. 35, 
9, 67.] Agrecable to which is this of 1/atah, 
Loet the wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous 
Man his Thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and be will have Mercy. upon him; and to our God, for 
be will abandantly pie, {[If. tv. 7.] To which -- 
Purpofe God alſo fpoke by the Month of Jere= 
mah, touching a whole Community, or-People: 


16 A StrxMoN' Preacfd '; 
At what Inſtant J ſhall ſpeak, concerning a Nation, Wl 
and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 

down, and to deſtroy it: I that Nation, againſt whim 8 
T have pronounced, turn from their Evil, 1 will thu 
repent of the Evil that I thought to do unto them, [ Jer. 


xviii. 7, 8: ] Therefore ſaid he again by the 
ſame Prophet, why will ye die by the Sword, by the Fa. 
mine, and by the Peſtilence Lp Implying it to be main- 
ly in their own. Power either to prevent, or to 
avoid it? Agreeable to which is this of Ezekiel, 
 Repent and turn hour ſelves, O Houſe of Iſrael, from 
all your Tranſgreſſions, fo Iniquity ſhall not be your 
Ruin ; make you a new Heart, and a new Spirit; fur 
why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael. For I have. no 
Pleaſure in the Death of him that dieth, ſaith the Lord 
God: Wherefore turn your ſelves, and live ye. [ Exck. 
xXviii. 30, &c.] Thus far we learn from the an- 
cient Diſpenſation, what great Neceſſity there is 
of. Humiliation and Repentance, in Order to ap- 
peaſe God's Anger, and avert his Judgments. 
And now, if we caſt our Eyes farther on the 
new, we ſhall find this to be all made up of 
Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord 
30% Chriſt, That we may flee from, and eſcape. 
the Wrath to come God here ä commands all Men every 
where to repent, and our Bleſſed Saviour may be. 
ſuppoſed to ſpeak, as in the Text, to all and, i 


, . 
"” 8 
", PE 
4 H 
* 


_; tl 
i 


2 PET ER 6 9 
— . np N * —_—_— * * =, 8 880 r 1 * 1 1 
4 1 „» Mroartrat ts. 1 R 3 IF hs cs =” no. te! 2 TL dug 
pe — 4 WES” a * by - 5 1 » 2 0 A, % 2 * - N 
— 2 A W 2 2 ET BY = „ * . 
ä 9 * \ * * 3 * wy * F "EN 2 n COTS ” ' P * , n 4 - * - * L < ' - ö 
- 4 * Th » WT 3 3 E TWIT ..+ , * . g ie 1 . 
9 * EOF 2 * N To 3 F . >. * 
* * b * 5 W, . : J þ 
=.4 «<P F 7 0 ” p * a nd 1 
2 4 10 + - 
* o : * 1 * . 
\ c q > b * 
0 3» - 4 
ö » . Py * ; , . +. 
* — 4 W * * * 
* * - > b = * 1 9 
i 4 * e : - - * * 
| \ . . 8 My | ; 
d << 7 T ? J vi * * N 
iS — 8 N | F . ; 
F * . * by” - 1 
4 * 
- 


every one of us, except ye repent, ye {ball all liker = 
S viſe periſh 3 as lately did great Numbers at 
No fades, and the Countries near it. Thus 
nas it the Buſineſs of the Apoſtles alſo, ta % 
and preach that Men ſhould repent 3 and qecor- 
dingiy they did ſo, and ſeconded their Bleſſd 
= Maſter, in preaching: the Goſpel to the uncon- 
verted, and calling Sinners to Repentance ; ſay+ 
ing, Repent ye therefor 2 and be converted, that 
your Sins may he done eway ; draw nigh to Gad, an 
be will draw nigh to you ; cleanſe thereſors your 
(Flues, ye Sinners, and purify your Hearts, ye dau- 
Ble-minded. Agreeable to which is the pious 
Deſign of this Day's Solemnity ; that we may 
| 5 humble dur ſelves by F aſting end ' 2 Fayer, and 
chat fo, upon guy true Repentance, God may 
bot ceaſe 30-be graciouis to us; particularly, that he 
would not viſit us, with the dreadful Calamity of the 
Plague, with which ſame Countries beyond the Seas, 
baus been for ſome Jims, and gre fill griepouſiy 
Which minds me, Thirdly, To incite and moye 
Fou further to thoſe Duties, in View of the Diſ- 
W afters, which others have now lately ſuffered, and 
which we alſo have great Reaſon to dread ; or 
chat we ſhall likewiſe periſb, as they have done, u- 
= cp: we repent, and ſo avert God's Anger, To this 
- C f Purpoſe, 


Purpoſe,” give me now ee to ſpeak; Ant 
Prophet did to Jeruſalem: Be thou iuſtru ed, O 
Great Britain, left my Soul depart from thee; - ef | 
F _—— thee deſolate; a Land not in babited. 1 [Jer 
vi. 8.] Therefore may our Repentance, and 
the Succeſs of it, anſwer to that of the Ninevitek 
who, upon the Preaching of Fonab, believed 650 
and proclaimed a Faſt, and put on Sack-Cloth, from 
the greateſt of them even to the leaſt of thems\ And 
' when God ſaw their Works; and that they turned 
from their evil Way, God then repented of the: Evil, 
which be ſaid he would do unto them, and be. did i BF 
not. ¶ Jom iii. 5, 10. : 
Here, my Brethren, you bade ſeen the Bids 


tbe Lord ; that the Lord ic very pitiful, and of ten. 

der Mercy . And accordingly, in like Manner, 
as we our ſelves have not yet ſuffered, as ſome 
other People have, the Lord now ſcems to wait, 
#hat be may be gracious to us, and baue Mercy on 
ud; [ Jam. v. 11. Ia. xxx. 18.1 and, therefore, 
that bis my and Forbearance may lead us 4 
Repentance. For if ſo, then ſhall we experimen- 
_ tally find, that rhough-great Plagues remain for the 
ungodly, yet whoſo put their Truft in the Lord, and 
turn to bim with all their Heart, Mercy embraceth i 
them on every Side. So that whey Men are ca 


: * then feall it be 1 there 1s e up; "a 
od 
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bours have juſt Ground to dread, 
us : For ſhall' the Trumpet be own in the City, 


in en S. wv f 


AIG +. te, 


| God gal Page humble Perſons; be foal. deliver bh 
the Iſland of the innocent; and it 4s deliver d by | 


ureneſs of their Hands. 


[Job xxii. 29, 3 
Bur if ſtill, by our Hardneſ e, an 15 


impenitent Hearts, : 


ve will bea to our ſelves Wrath againſt the. Day of 
= //rath .; then may we expedt 

4 that God will ſuffer bis whale Diſpleaſure to. 1 2 
W that he will either appoint, or permit, that what 
has been often here, may be here again; that fo 
he will make that very Air, by which we breathe 
and live, become to us an Occaſion of Deatk; 
will make that ſame Element, 
comfort and refreſh our Vitals, to become the 


full Vials of it, and 


which us'd.to 


This God 


Vehicle of Plague and Deſtruction. 


actually Aid, no longer ſince than 1665, when 
our great Metropolis was made almoſt deſolate ; 
W when dead Bodies without Number were thrown 
W into Carts like Dung, were tumbled into. Pits 
= like Beafts ; 


them. 


r there was 10 Man 44. to bury 


The ſame as this, now, lately has been, and 
ſtill partly is, the Caſe of ſome Places no fur- 
ther off than France: So that the! Flying Roll, or 
Curſe, being gone forth there, we their Neigh- 
twill fall on 


and the Pole, the. ſinſul People, not be afraidꝰ . 
| C 2 --— 


Are we not ſo alarm at the Sund, che diſh: 

Nes, as do ffand in Ame, und. ſin no move 3 

t betake our ſelves to God for Succour um 

for Safety, by Penitence and Prayer to him, 

that he would pardon what is paſt; that he 
would protect us from be Terror by Nb, 
and from the Arrow that flyeth by Day; from the 
Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, aud from the 
Ci 5, 6.] That er, this come to 8, Gol 
would ſay to the Contagion, Thus far Halt thin 


£ 


Angel, It is enough, flay now thine Hand ? 


go, and no farther ; or as he did to the deftroymg 
Ot this, the Lord be praifed, we have altes- 


dy a fore-boding Omen ; that the Prayers and 

' Penitentials of ſome pious Perſons, as tis to be 
hoped, have already pierced the Clouds, and fo 
far. prevail d with God, as that he has ſomewhat 
check'd the Raging of the Peftilence ; and that; 
as when Pbinebas flood up and prayed, ſo now 
the Plague bas almoſt ceaſed 3 and now again may 
the Devotions of God's People compleat the 
Deliverance ! However, let us not be too ſecure, 
but let the View of what remains, be to us till 

a Matter of Fear and Humiliation : Confidering, i 
that though the Plague decreaſes, yet it cont 

nues ſtill in ſome Degree; that while - Rod 
= 3 od 


tems removing, 
| grin et and, ing yet tho the Fu ry of the _ 
ment be wellnigh pa aſt abroad, yet the Senſe and 
Dread of its Times he to be ſtill 2 
with us. And ſeeing the Wiſdom of publick Au- 
thority has ordain'd this Day to be ſer apart for a 
Solemn Humiliation, let us indeed rejoyce, but at 
once with ſo much Trembing, at the ſeeming Re- 
= treatof God” > Anger, as, 6 Reyes and — 2 
8 _ the Way to its Return, or its coming home 
3 and left, when having leſt the French, * 
ould then viſit Britain. For, pra: let its Bot | 
vaunt our ſelyes, as if by our n Hand, or our 
on! Rightcouſneſs, we have been hitherto preſer- - 
ved; but, confidering our Sins, let us not be ſo 
1 bigh-minded, but ſtill fear, that all God's s Anger 66 
not yet turned away, but that bis Hand is firetchetl 
out ſtill. Do we "hink the People of Marſeilles, 
and the Countries near it, were Stmners above all 
W hers, becauſe they 2 en fuch Things, as.l have 
been {pe aking of ? . 7 e except we 
W 7cpent, we fol all likewiſe periſs, Tis true, 
WU thoſe Sufferers were 1 g of a cor- 
W rupted Church, and berrüle the Goſpe cel Light 
did not ſo brightly ſhime to them, in their Mo- 
WH ther-Tongue, as it does to 5. Bat therefore let 
us TY I leſt Brightnefs ef our 
= | „ Lagt-- 
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lb Though God pleas d to begin with 


my Counſel, and would none of my Reproof; 
IJ alſo will laugh at your Calamity, I will mock i 
when your Fear cometh : When your Fear 
cometh. as Deſolation, and your Deſtruction 
cometh as a Whirlwind ; when Diſtreſs and 
Anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall 50 


+ cal 


= 1 E en 2 23 AI 
3 call upon me, but 1 will not 8 3 v 
© ſhall . me early, but you ſhall not ſmd me; 
© for that you hated Knowledge, and did not 
© chooſe the Fear of the Lord. You would 
© none of my Counſel, you deſpiſed all my Re- 
© proof, Therefore ſhall you eat of the Fruit 
of your. own 1 and be filled with yout 
| © own Devices. For the Turning away of the - 
ſimple ſhall flay them; and the Proſperity of: 
E 8 Fools ſhall deſtroy them. But whoſo heark- 
© neth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be 


* quiet from Fear of Evil. * L 24, e 


W hich God if bis To ite Mercy ant, we mays 

all be, through 7 Merits a 27 Mediation of - 
Jeſus Chrift ; to whom with the Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be piven," a u moſt due, all. 
Glory, Worſhip, and e now aud ever 
more. Amen. 
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